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Abstract

The development of cardiovascular surgery in China can be divided into three stages: the period of academic exploration
(1949-1979); the period of discipline formation (1979-2000); the maturity of cardiovascular surgery (2000-present). This
article reviews the general development of the discipline and the achievements of various subspecialties of cardiovascular
surgery since the founding of the People’s Republic of China. After more than half a century of hard work, China's
cardiovascular surgery has finally caught up with the pace of international discipline development in the new millennium,
and its achievements are extraordinary. However, we should also realize that the quality of medical care varies greatly from
different centers and regions in China, and there is still a long way to go to minimize above gaps.
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