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Abstract

Acute myocardial infarction (AMI) is a frequent cause of hospital admission with significant short- and long-term
mortality and morbidity. China faces a serious challenge of continuously increasing population with AMI. Since the
development of evaluation system of clinical performance and quality measures for adults with acute ST-elevation myocardial
infarction (STEMI) and corresponding quality improvement strategies, significant improvements on the prescribing of
evidenced-based medications, the rate of reperfusion therapy, door-to-needle time and clinical outcomes have been achieved
in China. Improvements on quality performance were more significant in secondary hospitals than in tertiary hospitals. These
results suggested that the improvement of STEMI management could be evidenced in different level hospitals of China.
Although medical quality for acute STEMI has been improved, following issues, including delayed reperfusion time, less
satisfactory clinical outcome improvement, substantial variation on clinical outcome for acute STEMI patients treated among
hospitals of different levels, still need to be concerned. To make further improvement on acute STEMI in China, we need to
emphasize following strategies : (1) to increase the quantity and promote the quality of the data reporting from primary care to
tertiary hospitals, so more accurate evaluation of medical quality for acute STEMI patients would be possible; (2) to build the
regular feedback system to gain sequential improvement; (3) to take regular trainings on guideline recommended medication
and management on acute STEMI in non-tertiary hospitals to decrease the quality variation.
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